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SENATOR SCHIMEK: Yes, thank you, Mr. President and members.
Somebody mentioned a little while ago about the fact that we
have a one-house Legislature and we don"t have the second house
to be a brake, perhaps, on legislation that we pass. True, we
do not have the second house. But the beauty of our system is
that we have a lot of other steps in the process which some
other states don"t have. And let me just remind you that in
many, many other states there are not hearings on bills where
the public can come and talk about their views on the issues.
In many, many other states the Chairs of those committees are
actually picked by the Speaker of the House or the President of

the Senate or the political party caucus. And those committee
Chairs do not have the flexibility sometimes that we have in our
own state. In addition to that, there are very strong party
caucuses in other states which really dictate policy sometimes
in those states. So we have in the first place in our whole
committee system a lot more flexibility and ability to hear from
the public than they do in other states. In addition to that,

once a bill gets to the floor in Nebraska, it has many
opportunities to be debated. That is not true in other states.
In other states, sometimes the bill is up, it"s debated once and
then it"s gone. In Nebraska, you can keep working on a bill for
as long as you like. So | don"t think that anybody should
criticize the fact that we only have one house. It has a lot of
safeguards built into it, and we"re witnessing one of those
safeguards here this morning. You can return a bill from Select
File to debate itonce again. Themotion to return that"s up
there nowis a motion to return to the same amendment that we
discussed at least two or three times already. And 1 would say
that if we do return the bill and do adopt an amendment then
what you have done is you have saidwe are going to do nothing
this year. The whole reason that 1 brought this bill tothe
floor arld worked so hard over probably a lot of odds to get it
here was that 1 felt this is a critical 1issue that has been
neglected too long. We should have done it years ago, but it is
never too late and that"s why we"re here this morning and 1

would urge you not toreturn to Select File. In essence, that
kilgs the bill for this year as you all know. Thank youvery
much.
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